
   

 

TOWN OVERVIEW – PORTISHEAD 

Motorway   J19 M5 
OS grid ref  ST470764 
Population   22,000    
Post code  BS20 
Dialling Code  01275 
Unitary Authority North Somerset 
UK Parliament  Woodspring 
EU Parliament  South West England 
MP   Liam Fox (Conservative) 
 
Location 
Portishead is a coastal town on the Severn Estuary. It lies north west of Clevedon and 
immediately south west of Avonmouth just across the River Avon, which forms the boundary 
between Somerset and Bristol. The city of Bristol is 6 miles (9.7km) to the east and 
Portishead is approximately110miles (180km) west of London.  
 
 
History 
The name Portishead derives from the “port at the head of the river”. It has been called 
Portshead and Portschute at times in its history and Portesheve in the Domesday Book. 
 
Portishead has a long history dating back to Roman times but mostly developed as a fishing 
port. It expanded rapidly during the early 19th century around the docks including a power 
station and a chemical factory; these have since closed and the area has been redeveloped 
into a marina and residential area. 
 
Portishead Radio - was the BT control centre for non-direct calls to maritime vessels, this 
played a vital role during World War II in maintaining communications with merchant ships; 
this has now been replaced by Inmarsat. 
 

Employers 
One of the main employers in the town is Avon & Somerset Constabulary; the main HQ is 
located in the town. 
 
Transport 
Portishead is served by several bus routes, including the half hourly X2 and X3, all to Bristol, 
as well as local buses such as the 660 to Congresbury, 692 to Nailsea and the X5 to Cribbs 
Causeway. 
 
The re-opening of the old railway line to Bristol is long talked about. 
 
Not a lot of people know that………. 
The tidal rise and fall in the Severn Estuary and Bristol Channel can be as great as 49ft 
(15m) second only to Bay of Fundy in Canada. 
 
The Bristol based music group Portishead took their name from the town. 
 
Birthplace of Scrumpy & Western singer Adge Cutler of the Wurzels. 
 
Birthplace of Frederick Weatherley song lyricist who wrote the words to “Danny Boy” 
 


